Using planes,
trains and buses,
counter-terrorist
programs prepare
law enforcement
for the biggest
‘what if’

By Sara Schreiber

Your role in
terror preparedness

board a 30-year-old Boeing 727 air-

craft, Hillsborough County Sheriff
personnel are on the clock practicing how
they would respond in the event of a hijack-
ing or a similar air assault. Without engines,
the plane sits on 40 acres of land atop con-
crete pillars. On the inside, the plane looks
like any other passenger plane, complete with
rows of seats to simulate real-life situations.

More law enforcement officials are enroll-

INg m antiterrorism training programs.
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The motivation to take part varies from agency to
agency, but one reason that seems to strike a chord with
everybody is preparedness.

Those in the business of counter-terror training
classes, and the officials who enroll (military and law
enforcement alike), credit these programs with enhancing
teamwork with other agencies and teaching tactical pro-
cedures that can be used on the job.

For Maj. Jim Previtera of the Hillsborough County
Sherift’s Office in Tampa, Florida, it makes sense. Not
only does the training keep his team sharp in tactics, but
it also relates specifically to the area’s tourism industry.

“It’s difficult to incorporate [training] into a sched-
ule, but at different stages we’ve recognized various
security concerns, many of them relevant to our port
in Tampa,” says Previtera. “And so, as we’ve recog-
nized those, we’ve tried to develop training to increase
and build upon the skill set of our specialty teams, and
our deputies that will respond to any kind of signifi-
cant emergency or incident.”

Hillsborough County allows use of the Boeing 727
aircraft to agencies all over the country. The Tampa
office also has a large marine security unit, and has
done several exercises with the U.S. Coast Guard,
customs and border patrol and “other local agencies
that would respond to any type of maritime accident,”
according to Previtera.

“I think [law enforcement personnel] realize that
post 9/11, our duties have expanded, and no longer are
we looking to federal agencies and the military as the



sole source of protection for our critical infrastruc-
ture,” says Previtera.

Indeed, the police officer’s job has grown in recent
years. With past terrorist assaults and the threat of more
to come, keeping the (bigger) bad guy at bay is no longer
the sole-domain of the FBI.

The root of the problem

Counter-terror training often begins on the ground-
level, with education. Organizations such as Security
Solutions International (SSI), with headquarters in
Miami, Florida, offer a variety of seminars and courses
that deal specifically in homeland security. Its goal,
according to the group’s mission statement, is to fos-
ter “the highest degree of emergency preparedness for
ground, air and sea.”

SSI president Henry Morgenstern feels training truly
starts before passengers even step foot on the plane.

“In the states, we're looking for the bomb and not the
bomber,” says Morgenstern. “And that really does make
us careless, because what happens is, the way of doing
things changes all the time; the terrorists change their
modus operandi. The problem is that we don’t.”

Morgenstern notes that the United States has a dis-
tinct problem with airport security due to the sheer num-
bers involved in air travel.

“We have something like 12,000 international airports
in the United States — an incredible number — and
every day millions of passengers traveling back and
forth,” says Morgenstern. “Nobody wants to stop that.
On the other hand, we have a system that has only one
tier of security.”

If U.S. airports were to model themselves more after
Israeli security, asserts Morgenstern, they would be more
effective at preventing air catastrophes. He states that
Israel’s system is successful in that it has different perim-
eters. “You're checked very lightly as you go ahead, then
as you're getting close to the terminal and agan as you're
going into the terminal. But these are visual checks
you are not stopped everywhere,” says Morgenstern.
“And then, of course, you get the full nine yards of pro-
filing, or a ‘behavioral analysis check,” as you go through
baggage; the way we do here with the TSA.”

SSI places a great deal of emphasis on examining
case studies in addition to practicing hands-on training.
An example is its recent study of the 1986 Anne Marie
Murphy case.
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didn’t know it at the time, but the
then-pregnant Murphy was carry-
ing a bomb that had been planted

in her suitcase by her Arab fiancé.
Through invasive questioning,
Israeli profilers interviewing Murphy
found out about her boyfriend, got
suspicious and discovered the bomb
before the jet took off.

If the case taught security offi-
cials anything, it was that terrorism
is not black and white. Examining
situations such as this helps trainees
figure out what mistakes were made
on the ground-level, and how they
might be prevented in the future.

It is critical to include law
enforcement personnel because they
are often the first responders, if not
already present, at such a time.

on bus windows.

“Let’s say law enforcement is first
on the scene and the plane hasn’t
left,” says Morgenstern. “At that
point, people are going to have to
get in there and do what they have
to do. So you need active shooter
training. We also have a number of
aviation training sessions that we’re
providing to law enforcement.”

SSI has provided training to
more than 500 government
agencies, as well as a number of
airport authorities.

Making it happen

Initially after 9/11, a large portion
of federal money was made avail-
able for counter-terrorist training



programs across the country. But
agencies report the funds are becom-
ing harder to attain.

“It’s still there, but it’s much more
difficult to secure,” says Previtera,
who adds his agency and sheriff in
Hillsborough County have planned
for continuous training, allowing
them to be independent of outside
funding sources.

“Sure, our budget doesn’t allow
us to do everything we would like
to do,” Previtera says, “but we think
that, through the construction of a
new training center, we've laid the
foundation for our own course of
programs to keep our people sharp.”

The Tampa-based training facility
will be used in addition to the site
which houses the 727. The new cen-
ter is meant to focus on technology
and simulation training, and will
“put people, especially managers,
into a classroom setting to do table-
top exercises using technology.

“We're talking to our partners
about funding and possible uses
for such a simulation lab,” says
Previtera, “in terms of how it would
aid with emergency response to
disaster or terrorism.”

Hillsborough County is also
currently looking into building a
tactical city near its current training
site where they can simulate not just
police emergencies, but also fire and
disaster scenarios.

Inside training

The 727 — Counter Terror
Training Unit (CTTU) at Columbus
State Community College in
Columbus, Ohio, also puts antiter-
rorism training into practice. CTTU
trains law enforcement and military
personnel in emergency aircraft, bus
and train assault, bomb interdic-

tion and detection, drug interdiction
and detection, and regional airport
emergency interdiction training.

The Boeing 727 aircraft is main-
tained by Columbus State’s Aviation
Maintenance Facility. Aviation stu-
dents keep the plane operating, blow
after blow.

Students at CTTU practice assault
tactics on a number of live platforms.

“The whole concept is based on
tubular assault tactics that work on
buses, trains and aircraft,” explains
Wagner. “We start out with students
after an introductory class the first
day, and then we get them out on
a school [or public] bus, so they get
both types of platforms to start with.

“It’s a very long day, and then
at about 2 p.m. we head down and
start working a train assault using
a donated train from the Hocking
Valley Scenic Railway.”

Training starts with the basics of
aircraft assault on a 727. Students
learn entry techniques, beginning
with slow walkthroughs with their
weapons safety corded “so they get
a feel for basic patterns of move-
ment and proper technique before
advancing to full-speed simulation,”
says Wagner.

On Friday, the full-power simula-
tion day, Wagner uses students from
his Justice and Safety program to
role-play as hostages and passengers.

“We equip everybody with air soft
rifles and pistols, and then we turn
on the auxiliary power unit, which
not only supplies power to the plane,
but also provides jet engine blast and
noise,” says Wagner. “So they learn
to work around that, to deal with a
high-stress environment.”

Class sizes are limited to 30
people, and Wagner states that the
program continues to attract more
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students each time. Those who finish the class receive a course
completion certificate from 727 as well as the Ohio Peace Officer
Training Commussion for 40 hours of training. But the experi-
ence is not about a piece of paper. “What we're trying to do is
build these skill areas that work on bus, train and aircraft; and
put them all together to teach new things that could even work

in hallways,” says Wagner. “The reality is, after a week-long class
we’re not saying you’re going to be able to go storm a 727 and be
fully certified. We certify in tubular assault techniques; and it’s up
to them to get more training, and continue to hone and practice
their skill.”

It was after his return from a similar anti-terrorist training
symposium in New York that Previtera realized there were other
areas where his agency could improve.

“It’s through participating in those types of forums, where you
have law enforcement management from throughout the country
discussing preparedness and intelligence, that a lot of new ideas
come into play,” he says.

For instance, the conference urged Previtera to look at his
team’s medical response capabilities. He states that “in a 9/11 type
situation, fire and EMS services are going to be taxed to their lim-
its; so if we can provide first aid and treatment for minor injuries
to our personnel in the game, we're going to be better-off.”

Like Hillsborough, many law enforcement agencies rely on the
fire department and paramedics to provide emergency care. But
what if the situation were more extreme? In this case, they have an
opportunity to be better prepared for whatever happens next.

A team approach

Perhaps the most significant advantage of programs like SSI
and CTTU are that they teach agencies to function as a team,
even with groups they’ve just met, in high-stress situations.

Wagner prefaces the training by telling attendees “if you don’t
take anything else back to your agencies, take back the concept of
working with other groups. You're going to see how many people
you’ll need to do something like this in the event it really happens;
and if you don’t already have good working relationships, start
making them.

“By the end of the week,” Wagner adds, “other than uniforms,
you'd think you had a unified, solid team from the same place ...
and that’s the lesson that’s driven home.”
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Enforcement Expo
brings aircraft assault

class to this year's show

The 727 Counter Terror Training Unit
(CTTU) at Columbus State Community
College in Columbus, Ohio will present
a special session on its Aircraft Assault
Overview class as part of the hands-on
events at Enforcement Expo.

The class, designed for law enforcement
tactical team operators and other inter-
ested sworn law enforcement officers, is
presented in a 4-hour overview and draws
from the five-day 727 CTTU Tubular Assault
class. Participants will have the opportunity
to experience assaulting a fully functioning
and live commercial airliner.

Using the CTTU’s Boeing 727, students
will be given basic information on aircraft
assault, and will then participate in team
training and making basic entry into the
craft. During final simulation runs, the
aircraft will be under power to provide the
realism of working around a live plane.

Each session is the same and holds
approximately 30 people. Attendees will be
offered four opportunities to take the course:

Tuesday, August 12
8 a.m. to noon or
1 p.m.to5 p.m.

Wednesday, August 13
8 a.m. to noon or
1 p.m.to5p.m.

The cost is $40 and advanced registra-
tion is required. Register online at www.
cscc.edu/cttu. Go to the “Course Offering”
link. Select the section, date and/or time
of interest, listed as SAF 114: Enforcement
Expo; Aircraft Assault Overview and fill
out the online registration form. Training
is located at the Bolton Field Aviation
Maintenance Facility, 5355 Alkire Rd.,
Columbus, Ohio. A map is available on the
Web page, under “Train With Us.”

Students are requested to bring a duty
pistol and belt or related tactical gear. No
ammunition is needed; however, a tactical
flashlight may be useful. Attendees should
be sure to wear clothing they don’t mind
getting dirty.



